
  

 

 

DIRECTORATE OF INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

MEDIA ADVISORY 

Special Press Briefing to provide update on Africa Vaccine 
Acquisition Task Team (AVATT) vaccine deliveries  

 
INVITATION TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MEDIA 

 
OVERVIEW: This special engagement with members of the media will focus on AVATT 
vaccine delivery plans till November 2021 and give an update on the acquisition of 
additional vaccine doses.  
 
SPEAKERS: Dr. John Nkengasong, Director, Africa CDC 
                      Mr. Strive Masiyiwa, AU Special Envoy on COVID-19 
 Dr. Vera Songwe, Executive Secretary of the ECA 
 Prof. Benedict Oramah, President of the Afreximbank 
                      Representatives of vaccine manufacturing companies 
                      Representatives from technical partners and others 
 
MODERATOR: Wynne Musabayana, Head of Communication, AUC 
 
WHEN: Tuesday, 26 October 2021       
  
TIME: 12:00–1:00pm East Africa Time (9:00 to 10:00am GMT) 
                       
 Join via zoom: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yy4hLhhJQ_6NruBwzgn3ew 

Live stream: https://livestream.com/africanunion/events/9033858 

 On Africa CDC social media platforms: Facebook, Twitter, YouTube 
 
Languages: The briefing will be available in English and French through interpretation.  
 
Media Q&A 
Journalists may submit questions to Africa CDC during the briefing by sending their full name and 

the name of their media organization to WhatsApp at +251 94 550 2310. 

Journalists may also ask questions live through Zoom. 

Media inquiries:  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_yy4hLhhJQ_6NruBwzgn3ew&data=04%7C01%7CGwehN%40africa-union.org%7Cb92f7f49250a460d60d408d995366185%7C4f56f714477c44a1a135a2fb27680aaf%7C0%7C0%7C637704883058663804%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Q2gg8kkMmPL%2Bck%2BUFs2cDmX67ul2EHRv3PK8d76QqBc%3D&reserved=0
https://livestream.com/africanunion/events/9033858
https://www.facebook.com/africacdc
https://twitter.com/africacdc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWRIrWg4as6umiFK_k80pIg


Wynne Musabayana, Head of Communication, Directorate of Information and Communication; AU 

Commission | Tel: +251 922 406 157 | Email: MUSABAYANAW@africa-union.org  

 

About the African Union  

The African Union spearheads Africa’s development and integration in close collaboration with African 
Union Member States, the Regional Economic Communities and African citizens. AU Vision: to accelerate 
progress towards an integrated, prosperous and inclusive Africa, at peace with itself, playing a dynamic 
role in the continental and global arena, effectively driven by an accountable, efficient and responsive 
Commission.  
 

Learn more at: http://www.au.int/en 
 
About AVAT 
 
The African Vaccine Acquisition Trust (AVAT) is a special purpose vehicle, incorporated in Mauritius. AVAT 
acts as a centralised purchasing agent on behalf of the African Union (AU) Member States, to secure the 
necessary vaccines and blended financing resources for achieving Africa’s COVID-19 vaccination strategy 
which targets vaccinating a minimum of 60% of Africa’s population based on a whole-of-Africa approach. 
AVAT was established by the COVID-19 African Vaccine Acquisition Task Team, which was set up in 
November 2020 by President Cyril Ramaphosa, President of the Republic of South Africa, in his capacity 
as Chairperson of the African Union (AU), as a support component to the COVID-19 Immunisation Strategy 
that was endorsed by the AU Bureau of Heads of State and Government in August 2020. AVAT’s main 
partner institutions are the African Union’s Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC), 
the African Export-Import Bank (Afreximbank) and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 
(ECA). 
 
About Africa CDC  
 
Africa CDC is a specialized technical institution of the African Union which supports Member States in their 
efforts to strengthen health systems and improve surveillance, emergency response, prevention and control 
of diseases. 
Learn more at: http://www.africacdc.org  
  
About Afreximbank 
 
The African Export-Import Bank (Afreximbank) is a Pan-African multilateral financial institution with the 
mandate of financing and promoting intra-and extra-African trade. Afreximbank was established in October 
1993 and owned by African governments, the African Development Bank and other African multilateral 
financial institutions as well as African and non-African public and private investors. The Bank was 
established under two constitutive documents, an Agreement signed by member states, which confers on 
the Bank the status of an international organization, and a Charter signed by all Shareholders, which 
governs its corporate structure and operations. Afreximbank deploys innovative structures to deliver 
financing solutions that are supporting the transformation of the structure of Africa’s trade, accelerating 
industrialization and intra-regional trade, thereby sustaining economic expansion in Africa. At the end of 
2020, the Bank’s total assets and guarantees stood at US$21.5 billion and its shareholders’ funds amounted 
to US$3.4 billion. The Bank disbursed more than US$42 billion between 2016 and 2020. Afreximbank has 
ratings assigned by GCR (international scale) (A-), Moody’s (Baa1) and Fitch (BBB-). The Bank is 
headquartered in Cairo, Egypt. For more information, visit: www.afreximbank.com.   
 
 
About ECA 
 
Established by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the United Nations (UN) in 1958 as one of 
the UN’s five regional commissions, the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa’s (ECA’s) mandate 

mailto:MUSABAYANAW@africa-union.org
http://www.au.int/en
http://www.africacdc.org/
http://www.afreximbank.com/


is to promote the economic and social development of its Member States, foster intraregional integration 
and promote international cooperation for Africa’s development. ECA is made up of 54 Member States and 
plays a dual role as a regional arm of the UN and as a key component of the African institutional landscape. 
For more information, visit: www.uneca.org  
 
About AMSP 
 
The Africa Medical Supplies Platform (AMSP) is a non-profit initiative launched by the African Union as an 
immediate, integrated and practical response to the Covid-19 pandemic. The online platform was developed 
under the leadership of the African Union Special Envoy, Strive Masiyiwa and powered by Janngo on behalf 
of the African Union’s Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC) and in partnership 
with African Export-Import Bank (Afreximbank) and United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) 
with the support of leading African & international Institutions, Foundations & Corporations as well as 
Governments of China, Canada & France. For more information visit www.amsp.africa  
 
About The World Bank 
 
Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the World Bank Group has deployed over $157 billion to fight 
the health, economic, and social impacts of the pandemic, the fastest and largest crisis response in its 
history. The financing is helping more than 100 countries strengthen pandemic preparedness, protect the 
poor and jobs, and jump start a climate-friendly recovery.  The Bank is also supporting over 50 low- and 
middle-income countries, more than half of which are in Africa, with the purchase and deployment of 
COVID-19 vaccines, and is making available $20 billion in financing for this purpose until the end of 2022. 
 
 

For further information: 

Directorate of Information and Communication | African Union Commission I E-mail: DIC@africa-union.org 

I Website: www.au.int I Addis Ababa | Ethiopia. 

Follow us  

Face book: https://www.facebook.com/AfricanUnionCommission 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/_AfricanUnion 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/AUCommission 

Learn more at: http://www.au.int 
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